n 2000, the Virginia Breast Cancer Foundation (VBCF) began giving public libraries donations to purchase updated breast cancer information. VBCF "is a grassroots organization committed to the eradication of breast cancer through education and advocacy." 1 Five women met at a breast cancer support group in 1991 and wanted to do more. 2 Their ages ranged from early thirties to mid-fifties. When I joined the organization seven years later, two of these women had died from breast cancer. "VBCF is the only grassroots organization in Virginia devoted solely to representing the needs of women and family members affected by breast cancer. […] [I]ndividuals diagnosed with breast cancer, family members, friends, healthcare professionals, and others" 3 make up the four thousandplus current members. 4 The goals of VBCF "are to establish the eradication of breast cancer as a state and national priority, to advocate for the collective needs of people affected by breast cancer, and to educate all Virginians on the truth about breast cancer. Educate. Advocate. Eradicate." 5 Donating funds to public libraries is one of the ways to educate all Virginians.
I joined this organization after being diagnosed with breast cancer in 1998. As soon as the phone call from my doctor was complete, I began researching every word he had told me. As I moved through the frightening adventure of breast cancer, reading and learning gave me a sense of calm. Having been a devoted library patron since childhood, and having moved into the career of college librarian at Richard Bland College before diagnosis, I knew libraries need current materials.
A chapter of the Virginia Breast Cancer Foundation was formed in the Chester Tri-Cities area. I served as the first president. All of the chapter members wanted to assist others in learning about breast cancer. Some of our events were primarily for fundraising. When we had money, we wanted to return it to our respective communities. 
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